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Used Oil 

Used oil is defined as petroleum-derived and synthetic oils spilled into the environment or used 
for lubrication or cutting oil, heat transfer, hydraulic power or insulation in dielectric transform- 
ers. Oils used as solvents and used ethylene glycol are not defined as used oil. 


The improper disposal of used oil needlessly damages ground and surface water and wastes a 
valuable renewable resource, making us more dependent on imported oil. Used oil can be re- 
refined for use as a lubricant or burned as a fuel in industrial furnaces, cement kilns or other 
burners. 


~ The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) encourages used oil recycling. How- 
ever, some materials are not suited for recycling and must be disposed. This technical bulletin 
describes some of the management standards for disposing of used oil and used oil contami- 
_nated material under 10 CSR 25-11.279, which became effective on Aug. 28, 1994. 


Used Oil-Contaminated Materials 

Used oil contaminated materials are materials from which the used oil has been properly 
drained or removed to the extent possible so that there are no visible signs of free-flowing oil in 
or on the material. Such materials are not regulated as used oil. Instead, if oil-contaminated 
materials are hazardous, they are managed as solid waste in accordance with solid waste laws 
and regulations. The department retains the authority to require special waste approval in 
instances where the disposal of oil-contaminated materials may potentially create operational 
or environmental concerns at a sanitary landfill. 


Used oil that is drained or removed from oil-contaminated waste is managed as used oil. If oil- 
contaminated materials are burned for energy recovery, they are regulated as used oil. 


Spent Oil Filters 

Oil filters that have been drained may be sent to a sanitary landfill for disposal. Filters should 
be hot-drained for at least 12 hours. Hot-drained means that the oil filter is drained near 
engine operating temperatures. An effective method for properly draining the filter is to punc- 
ture the antidrain back valve or the filter dome. Crushing, dismantling or other methods to 
facilitate hot-draining can also be used. 
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The department does not require oil generators to distinguish between teme-plated and non 
terne-plated oil filters. The DNR encourages generators to separate and recycle the recyclable 
elements of the oil filter, such as the canister, gasket and filter paper. The used oil removed 
from oil filters must be properly collected and managed. 


Disposal 


Used oil destined for recycling is no longer considered a state hazardous waste. Manifests are 
no longer required for shipments of used oil that is to be recycled. 


Used oil that is to be disposed of rather than recycled must be manifested, transported, dis- 
posed and in all ways managed according to existing hazardous waste management require- 
ments. Used oil that cannot be recycled or is intended for disposal is assigned the Missouri 
waste code number D098. 


Low Concentration Polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) Used Oil 

Low concentration PCB used oil is any used oil that contains equal to or greater than two parts 
per million (2 ppm) PCBs but less than 50 parts per million (50 ppm) PCBs, provided the used 
oil is not PCB material as defined in 10 CSR 25-13.010. Low level PCB used oil intended for 
recycling is managed according to 10 CSR 25-11.279. The generator must use Missouri waste 
code D096 on any shipment record or manifest for low concentration PCB used oil that cannot 
be or is not intended to be recycled. 


Prohibitions 

Used oil shall not be disposed of into the environment or cause a public nuisance. All used oil 
is prohibited from disposal in a solid waste disposal area. Used oil cannot be used as a dust 
suppressant on roads, parking lots, driveways, or similar surfaces. 


Additional Information 


Technical bulletins on the following related topics can be obtained by contacting the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources: 


Used Oil Generators. 

Used Oil Collection Centers and Aggregation Points. 
Used Oil Transporters. 

Burners of Off-Specification Used Oil. 

Used Oil Processors and Re-refiners. 

° Used Oil Marketers. 


For more information on the Used Oil Management Standards, or for copies of technical 
bulletins call or write 


Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
Hazardous Waste Program 

P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0176 
1-800-361-4827 or (573) 751-3176 


If you are using a Telecommunications Device for the Deaf, please call Relay Missouri at 1- 
800-735-2966. , 


